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Mens OTHING, to me, ſeems more oa 
and capricious, than for Perſons to 
& profeſs Themſelves ſtaunch Friends 
F to Civil, yet act as avowed Enemies 
= - to Religious, Liberty: And that there are Per- 
| ſons ſo abſurd and inconſiſtent, is manifeſt from 
every Day's Experience: It being common to 5 
hear Men zealouſly oppoſe all Oppreſſion in 
State-Affairs, yet, with the ſame Breath, as 
zealouſly contend for the Tyranny of Eccleſia» 
ſticks. As if a Man had a natural Right to uſe 


. . * His Reaſon, and defend his Property, in Political 
| A 2 | Caſes; . 


5 E 
Cubes; but 3 blindly give both, with his 


Conſcience into the Bargain, whenever an arro- 
gant, incroaching Prieſt e fit to command 


it. 


Ves, Gentlemen, we all know this has been 
notoriouſly the Caſe ever ſince this Nation had 
a Being, and, if the ſame ridiculous Tamene(s 
laſts ſo long, will continue to be the * to the 
End of the Wark. 


tt was id by a facetious Jakes that our 
venerable Guides bad very good Teeth, and ne- 
ver quitted their Hold till They were com- 
pelled: But it is my Opinion, Compulſion is 

unneceſſary; and, if we can but once attain the 
Secret of Thinking for Ourſelves, the whole 
Charm will be at an End. I thank God, their 

i Dominion, in this Kingdom, is more over the 
Mind than the Body; and the ſuperſtitious 
Fears of Women, and of Cowards worſe than 
Women, are their principal Guards: —Thele ' 
Phantoms they have hitherto palmed upon the 

World for Realities, but are, in Fact, no more 
than the groteſque Figures uſed in Magick- 
Lanthorns, all Deception. They perſuade us, 
that our Eyes are of no uſe, till our Noſes are 


| faddled with their Divinity- n, and theſe 


ey | 
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they tinge with what Colours, « or paint with 
what Images, they pleaſe, Whence the Object 
that ſhould be ſeen, is never ſeen at all, and 
endleſs Debates muſt neceſſarily ariſe, between 
thoſe that uſe, and thoſe that refuſe them; 
becauſe they argue from as different Premiſes, 
as Truth and Falſhood, and muſt, of Courſe, 
conclude each other Knaves or Fools. 


But, if mere Errors, or Impoſitions in ſpecy- 
lative Points, were all they aimed at, the Da- 
mage, perhaps, would not be very conſiderable: 
But, alas! they are better Politicians than that 
comes to. To Deceive is but the Means, to 
Controul is the End, and not only to ingroſs 
Power, but n Property. A Fact as 
indiſputable as Day-Light at Noon, and ex- 
cellently well pointed out by the celebrated 
Mr. Dryden; Your Heaven you promiſe, but 
it is our Earth you covet. 


Now, Gentlemen, it 1s not one Syſtem, one 


Hiſtory, one Point of Time, that juſtify theſe 
Severities, but all Ages, all Annals, all Reli- 
gions ; and with this remarkable Aggravation, 
that ſpiritual Tyranny was every where more 
oppteſſive, bloody, and vindictive, than all 
* : As 15 manifeſt by comparing the Holy- 
Inqui- 


a 
Inquiſition with our temporal Courts, and the 
Fires of Smithfield with our ordinary Execu- 
tions: According to the wiſe and upright 
Mr. Trenchard, Such, therefore, as is the Go- 
vernment of a Country, ſuch will be made its 
Religion; and na body, I hope, is now to learn 
awhat is, and ever will be, the Religion of moſt 
Stateſmen; even a Religion of Power, to do as 
little Good, and as much Miſchief as they pleaſe, 
nor have Churchmen, when they ruled States, 
had ever any other View; but, having double 
Authority, had generally double Inſolence, and 
remarkably leſs Mercy and Regard to Conſcience, 
or Property, than others, abo had fewer Ties to 
he merciful and juſt: And, therefore, the ſorrieſt 
Tyrants have been They who united in one Per- 
on the Royalty and Prieſthood. Our Author, 
I think, ſhould here have added, by way of 
Diſtinction, wlſen the Prieſthood was upper- 
moſt—He goes on—The Pope's Yoke is more 
grievous than that of any Chriſtian Prince upon 
Earth; nor is there a Trace of Property or Fe- 
licity, or the Religion of Jeſus-Chriſt, found in 
the Dominions of this Father of Chriſtendom ; 
oll is Tenorance, Bigotry, Tdolotry, Barbarity, 
Hunger, Chains, and every Species of Mijery, 


A 
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A terrible Picture, Gentlemen, and as true 
as it is terrible! Neither is it confined to the 
papal Territories, but in exact Proportion as 
prieſtly Power is propagated over Europe, the 
ſame Slavery and Wretchedneſs bear it Com- 
pany.— J ſay again, therefore, nothing can be 
more odd and caprioious, than for Men, in this 
Land of Light and Liberty, to ſtruggle for their 
Rights with the Crown, and yet ſacrifice them 
at the Altar: Nay, not only ſacrifice their own, 
but do their utmoſt to compel their Fellow- 
Subjects into equal Bondage. Thus what they 
do with one Hand, they undo with the es 
For the Weight thrown into the Scale of 
Prelacy, would, at the ſame Time, be an Ad- 
dition to that of the Prerogative. And He 
that is hand-cuffed with eccleſiaſtick Fetters, 
will make but a poor Figure in the Service of 
his Country: For, as the above-mentioned 
illuſtrious Author has it, One Sort of Tyranny 
was artfully made to ſupport Another, and Both, 
by a Union of Intereſt, maintained War a gains 
Religion, under 4 Colour of defending it, and 
' fought the Author of it under his own Banners: , 
That is, as Doctor Tillotſon finely ſays, They 
Lned fer the Truth, and Killed for God's Sake. 


Here, 


55 


Here, tho? perhaps it may be objected, that 
we are no way obnoxious to theſe Tyrannies, 
and, conſequently, have nothing to apprehend 
from either of them: It may be fo, and God 
grant this happy Scene may always continue 
However, as in the Days of our Fathers, it has 
been otherwiſe, and it is poſſible the like Cala- 
mities may viſit our Children, it is our Duty to 
guard againſt the remoteſt Poſſibility of Dan- 
ger,— Power is of a moſt incroaching Nature, 
and, like Water, allow it but the ſmalleſt Inlet, 
it will work its own way, till the Ruin is 
_ univerſal. —It is the Curſe of the Populace to be 
amuſed and deceived by fair Words and ſpecious 
Pretences : And thus the Intereſt of the Publick, 
and the Worſhip of God, have been the Snares 
to effect more Miſchief than Fire and Sword in 

the Hands of the moſt: mercileſs Conquerors. 
1 may fay, this has been our Curſe. in particular; 
for whatever Religion was profeſſed, whatever 
Party has been uppermoſt, we have been ſure 
to be the Tools and Dupes of all alike: Re- 
formation was all the Cry, and, as there was 
always ſufficient Room for it, if there were any 
10 lead, there never wanted a Herd to follow ; 
but, when they came to divide the Gains, like 
the Lion in the Fable, He that held the Sword, 
was ſure to have the largeſt Share; and, in les 
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than half an Age, the ſame Work was to be 
done over again, or the ſame Oppreſſions to be 
ſubmitted to for good and all. Our Hiſtories 
are full of Proofs of this melancholy Truth, 
and ever will be fo, if we give up our own 
Wills and Judgments implicitly to our Leaders, 
without examining Facts, Arguments or Con- 
ſequences ; as if Reaſon was intailed on a Coat 
of Arms, or Sanctity beſtowed with a Mitre, 
and none had a Right to think for themſelves 
without a Diploma from the Univerſity, a Pa- 
tent from the Court, or a Seat in Parliament. 
Is it not high Time, then, Gentlemen, for us 
to throw off our Leading-Strinzs, and witneſs 
Ourſelves to be rational Creatures, by a rational 
Uſe of our own Faculties, both in Thinking 
and Actipg? Party is an odious Word, and has 
already done ſuch infinite Miſchief, that it ought 
to be out-lawed without Mercy, To ſuppoſe, 
in theſe corrupt and degenerate Days, that any 
one Man, or Set of Men, will purſue our In- 
tereſts with more Sincerity than their own, and 
conduct them with more Prudence than we can 
Ourſelves, is wilfully to ſeal up our own Eyes, 
in order to be lead by the Noſe, whenever our 
Guides pleaſe.— We ſay we are free; let us 
prove it by our Actions! But He that dares not 


think ſor Eimſelf, cannot act for Himſelf; 


and while our Faith is in-the-Cuſtody of one 
B Sci 
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Set of Men, and our Politicks in that of another, 
we can neither ſerve God nor Society as we 


' ought... We would not be underſtood here, 


to aboliſh all Order, and propagate Confuſion 
under the Name of Liberty: No, we deſire 
only that Doctrines may be examined before 
they are ſubmitted to; and that Men may be 
convinced, before they pretend to believe: [I 
fay pretend, becauſe it is impoſſible, in Fact, 
to aſſent to any Poſition, till it appears to have 
the Sanction of Truth, or Probability at leaſt] 
that all Traditional Authorities may be boldly 
ſet afide, that Craft of every Sort may be 
effectually expoſed ; and that both civil and 
religious Impoſitions may be for ever removed, 


This is our pure and ſimple Meaning, Gen. 
tlemen, and however romantick Eſſays of this 
Nature may ſeem, or deſperate of Succeſs, they 
ſhall be followed with great Cheartulneſs and 
Induſtry, till repeated Trials have convinced 
us, that Men are ſo indolent, that they had 
rather be deceived and betrayed from Generation 
to Generation, than be at the Trouble of pre- 
venting it.— It is faid in our venerable Liturgy, 
That God will be in midft of Two or Three 


that are gathered together in his Name: Why, 


therefore, ſhould he be abſent from tho who 


meet in the Name of God and their Country too? 
'4 hat 


- 
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That it is our Intereſt, Gentlemen, to make 
Truth the Motive and End of our Thoughts 
and Actions, is a Fact fo univerſally acknow- 
ledged by all Parties, and all Religions alike, 

that there is not Room for the leaſt Diſpute ; 
Any Suppoſition to the contrary, being fuch a 
Reflection on our Nature, and the very Being 
of Things, as would confound Reaſon, deſtroy 
Virtue, and render Knowledge itſelf wholly 
uſeleſs. Truth, then, is unqueſtionably our In- 
tereſt; and, if our Intereſt, it is as unqueſtionably 
our Duty to purſue it, as the only infallible 
Rule of our Lives and Actions. Of Courſe all 
Syſtems of Manners, Laws, Government, and 
even Religion itſelf, muſt be brought to this 
Teſt; and all of either ought to be rejected 
with Indignation, that will not abide that fiery 
but equitable Trial. 


This Doctrine, Gentlemen, it is likely will 
give terrible Alarms: There are Perſons in the 
World who pretend to have the Oracles of 
Truth in their Cuſtody, and avouch, that She 
ſpeaks in fo ſtrange and unintelligible a Lan- 
guage, that none but the Initiates can under- 
ſtand it: Yet, which is ſcarce credible, theſe 
very Perſons will be the firſt to oppoſe all 
Accel to her adorable Shrine: You may con- 


B 2 ſult 
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ſult them, if you pleaſe; but, if their Word 
is to be taken, the Goddeſs herſelf abhors 
ſtrange Incenſe, nor will deign the leaſt In- 
tercourſe with the Reſt of Men ; but thro' the 
Veil of Myſteries, with which they have artfully 
ſurrounded her.—This, therefore, being their 
Pretence, (a Pretence attended with infinite 
Gains to the reverend Brotherhocd) what 
hideous Exclamations will immediately follow, 
when ſuch Maxims are advanced, as ſtrike at the 
very Foundation of their pious Frauds, and pro- 
feſs to unfold their boaſted Sarttum Sanctorum 
to the molt rigid Scrutiny of the profane Vul- 
gar? — But let them exclaim, Gentlemen! It 
is no more than what the Heathen Pontiffs and 
Roman- Catholick Prietts have done already, 
when Chriſlianity put an End to the Frauds of 
the Firſt, . and the Reformation abuliſhed the 
Tyranvy cf the Laſt.— Theſe honeſt Men then 
cried out, the Church was in Danger, as heartily 
as any of their Fraternity can do now; and, 
if the World had been deterred by their in- 
terelted Clamours, neither the One or the Other 
had ever taken Flace: — In ſhort, whatever 
big Words may be fa:d on theſe Occaſions, that 
which is alarmed at the Approach of Enquiry, 
_ carries with it a ſhrewd Symptom of Impoſtute; 
and, were there no other Reaion, cught to be 


ſifted 
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ſifted to the Bottom.— If we are forbid to 
know what we worſhip, as hath been elſewhere: 
oblerved, ail Religions are alike, and Turks, 
Chriſtians and Fews, can claim no Precedency 
ef each other. — But, for the Honour of Chriſti- 
anity, let us acknowledge its Doctrines will 
bear Examination; and, therefore, the extra- 
ordinary Concern of thoſe who raiſe theſe Out- 
Cries, muſt refer to themſelves only. Truth 
ſhines out clearly in the Self-Denial, Purity, 
Simplicity and Charity of the Goſpel; and, if 
ever it is obſcured, it muſt be by the Pride, 
Avatice and Depravity of thoſe that preach it. 
Ves, it is owing to them, if what was calculated 
to {et free Mankind, ſhould load them with an 
almolt inſupportable Yoke of Bondage; and 
what points out the cleareſt Way to Truth and 
Happineſs, ſhould become the moſt perplexed: 
Labyrinth of Falſhood and Miſery.—Deteftabie 
Wretches! as the Antient exclaimed on another 
Occalion, that could debaſe ſo excellent an In- 
flitution, to jo vile an Uje However, Gen- 
tlemen, we will not content ourſelves with 
generals; but, hereafter, demonſtrate all we 
have advanced to be true, in a regular Series of 
Remarks on our Civil and Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, 
from the firſt Settlement of Chriſtianity in this 
Iſland, to the late happy Revolution: Wherein 
| it 
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it will be demonſtrated, that we have been 
regularly and uniformly miſled and impoſed 
upon, by our Party-Leaders of all Sorts, both 
political and eccleſiaſtick; that all the Benefits 
we have received by foreign Conqueſts, or 
domeſtick Oppoſitions, have been the Reſult of 
Accident, more then the Virtue of thoſe we 
truſted; that even thoſe very Benefits were of 
ſo flow a Growth, that they hardly advanced 
a Step an Age, and then rather to cajole with 
the Preſent Times, than ſerve the Future; and 
that all theſe, and many more, Misfortunes 
took Place for want of judging for Ourtelves, 
and by implicitly truſting to the Knowledge 
and Integrity of Others, 


An e Taſk ! Gentlemen, and, if pro- 
perly managed, of infinite Importance: But 
that is not to be done by the Abilities of any 
one Man, or without the Countenance and 
Encouragement of all the Honeſt, Brave and 
Free, that the Corruptions of the Times have 
left to do Honour to their native Country. 
This is what we hope for; this we ſolicit; this 
we call upon! Don't let us deſpiſe the Meanneſs 
of the Agents! or bluſh at a uſeful or ſeaſonable 
Hint, let it come thro' what Channel it will: 
Even a Fe ner will help to turn the Bulance ; 

and 
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and if all ſhare in the Ore, no matter who' dil 
covers the Mine.— Neither let us diſtruſt our 
oven Weight and Importance! The moſt over- 
grown Community that ever oppreſſed the 
Globe, was but a grand Aſſociation of ſuch In- 
dividuals as we are; nor is there a Wretch fo 
mean or deſpicable, who has not his Mite of 
Power and Knowledge to throw into the general 
Stock: — Seperated, our Strength is Weakneſs ; 
united, our very Weakneſs is formidable. Let 
us remember what Brutus writes to Cicero, 
The Commen Wealth is loft, becauſe is was groen 


for 1 


Thus, by a joint Purſuit after Truth and 
Knowledge, we ſhall be ſure to acquire them; 
and, by a joint Confederacy in their Defence, 
we ſhall be ſure to ſupport and maintain them. 
We have not only a Right, the Right of Na- 
ture and Reaſon! to think for Ourſelves, and 
ſpeak as we think, but a Power to do both; 
a Power which is the very Baſis of our excellent 
Conſtitution ; what a Briton inherits from his 
Fathers, owes to his Children, and cannot 
alienate or reſign.— lt being only lodged in one 
Perſon's Hand, in Truſt for another; and, tho 
a Convenience to all, a Property to none: But, 
like the Sun, Air, Earth and Ocean, the equal 
Claim 


[SY 
Claim and Poſſeſſion of all Generations.—Thus 
the meaneſt Subject here in the Order of Na- 
ture, is a nobler Being than the moſt illuſtrious 
Slave, and has a much more 'ineſttmable Le- 
gacy to bequeath to his Poſterity ! 


If, therefore, we have both a Right and a 


Power, to think and ſpeak for Ourſelves, it is 


but a decent Complement to Ourſelves, to 
ſubmit both to the Direction and Conduct of 
Knowledge and Virtue: Where Men are really 
free, it is ſuppoſed their Opinions have ſome 
Influence on Affairs of State; of Courſe, it is 
manifeſtly their Intereſt thoſe Opinions ſhould 
be juſt. That they often are ſo, I am very 
ready to acknowledge, but that they are ſome- 
times fatally otherwiſe, no-body can deny. In- 
| deed, this hardly ever happens but when their 
Sentiments and Paſſions are actuated by the 
Paſſions and Sentiments of others, and they are 
taught not to follow Truth, but ſhew Tricks 
at the Word of Command, for the Pleaſure of 
their Leaders. Nevertheleſs, this has given a 
Handle to our Enemies to decry our ſudgment, 
to oppoſe our Wiſhes, to ſlight our Complaints, 
and even to reproach us for preſuming to exert 
our Birth-Rights, where only they are of Value. 


Hence the People are the conſtant Butt of pert 
Courticrs 


Yay 
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Courtiers and flattering Poets; and the Million, 
the Herd, the Hydra, &c. are the common 
Titles beſtowed upon them. Now, Gentlemen, 
the beſt way to obviate this Satire is not to 
deſerve it; that is to ſay, ta take our Opinions 
out of other Men's Keeping into our own ; to 
liſten to the Voice of Truth, Common-Senſe, 
and Experience; to make ſolid Enquiries into 
the firſt Principles of Knowledge, and fix in 
our own Minds the Ideas of our own Intereſt ; 
Above all Things, to diveſt our Selves of Party- 
Prejudice, that ſworn Enemy to Reaſon and 
Conviction ; to make our Concluſions from 
what we feel, not the artful Repreſentations of 
others; and, in a Word, to judge of the Diſpoſal 
of our Money, by our Gains in the Purchaſe. 
By this Method, we ſhould ſoon ſeparate what 
we really know, from - what we take upon 
Truſt; by aſcertaining what we poſſeſſed, we 
ſhould be taught what we wanted; and, once 
acquainted with our Wants, it would be no hard 
Matter to remove them.—If we think fooliſhly, 
it will be to no Purpoſe to think freely: In the 
Days of Ignorance Men could be inſlaved, Body 
and Soul, by divine Right; both their Perſons 
and their Properties were at the Mercy of their 
temporal and fpicitual Tyrants; and it was a 
dangerous Crime in this World, and a damnable 
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Sin in the Other, to oppoſe their Oppreſſions, 
or ſo much as groan under the Voak: But, 
Knowledge no ſooner dawned, than theſe {laviſh 


Doctrines were confuted ; theſe arbitrary Prac- 


tices were deſtroyed, and Men begun to feel 
they were born for themſelves, not to be the 
Slaves and Tools of thoſe whoſe Duty it was to 
render them wiſe, free and happy. — Then it 


was Impoſture was forced to uſe all her In- 


genuity to cover and diſguiſe herſelf from the 
piercing Eyes of jealous Enquiry: Much of her 
Paint, and many of her borrowed Ornaments, 
ſhe prudently laid aſide; and, inſtead of that 
open Impudence with which ſhe uſed to inſult 
her purblind Adorers, aſſumed ſuch a Modeſty 
and Reſerve, as, for a while, amuſed her moſt 
inveterate Purſuers into ſomething like Reſpe& 
and Veneration : But, as Nature, however re- 
ſtrained, will, in the End, recur to its original 
Inſtitute, ſo neither can the Progreſs of Truth 
be long reſiſted, or the Artifices of Hypocriſy 
concealed | Numbers of curious and inquiſitive 
Spirits aroſe, who honeſtly endeavoured to diſpel 


the Gloom of Ignorance entirely, expoſe the 


Wiles and Oppreſſions hid underneath it, and 
make Knowledge and Common-Senſe as uni. 
verſal as Day-Light.—This, I fay, was their 


9 but the Succeſs has not as yet 


anſwered 


CW 1 

anſwered their generous Purpoſe: The Enemy 
was ſtill too deeply intrenched, had too faſt a 
Hold on the Frailties of Mankind ; inſtilled the 
Principles of Slavery and Superſtition into the 
moſt early Years; taught them, that Truth 
was dangerous; nay, that it was Impiety to 
follow it: Heaped up a Magazine of eccleſiaſtick 
Bugbears to deter them from Enquiry; and of 
Abuſe and Defamation, to make thoſe odious 
to the Multitude, who preſumed to diſregard 
them.—To this may be added, that the buſy 
Genius of Trade on one Hand, the Luxury of 
a Court-Life on the other, and the univerſal 
Degeneracy of all, choaked the Soil where the 
Seeds of Knowledge would otherwiſe have 
afforded an ample Harveſt, — For theſe, and 
numberleſs more Reaſons, tho* many Indivi- 
duals have made great Advances to Truth, the 
Groſs of Mankind have rather received their 
Diſcoveries upon Content, or remained almoſt 
in their original Darkneſs; Particularly the 
further we remove from the Metropolis (where 
ſtricter Enquiries, and freer Converſation, have 
made a broader Path for Knowledge) we ſhall 
find them not only abſolutely inflaved, but 
fond of their Fetters, and angry with all who 
attempt to ſet them free. Hence Impoſture 
is ſtill bold, and ſtill triumphs over its moſt 
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active Enemies; till thunders out Anathemas 


on all who preſume to oppoſe its Influence; ſtill 
lords it over the Blind, and, by their Means, 


controls, in ſome Meaſure, even thoſe that See: | 


and. Lament her Tyranny. 


* Neventheled, * is to be hoped, there are 
Thouſands yet in Iſael who have never bowed. 
the Knee to Baal, thorough Enemies to Craft 


and Impoſition of all Sorts, and as zealous 


Friends to Liberty and Truth: But, ſhould 
we aſk where they are? — Scattered over the 
Britiſh Dominions, ſingle as they ſprung up, or 
where Chance has let them fall: Strangers to 
each other, without the leaſt Thought of an 
Union, without- the leaſt Correſpondence of 
Sentiments, and, of Courſe, without the leaft 
Strength, to humble their Enemies, or ſupport. 
Themſelves — This, this has given their Ad- 
verſaries ſuch Advantages over them; living, 
and converſing fo remote from the World, 
without any other Channel of communicating 
their Opinions but by Books, which ſome had 


not Leiſure, others had not Capacity, and all 


were authoritatively forbid to read: It was eaſy 
to repreſent them as Monſters, avoiding, and 
avoided by their Fellow- Creatures: Heretick, 


Schilmatick, Sceptick, Ge. ſounding as hideous 


and 


) 
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and formidable i in the Ears of the Ignorant, as 


Alligator, Crocodile, Mantiger, and other Beaſts. 
of Prey. I may fay, then, that if they. have 


any Regard for their Eaſe and Reputation ; if 


they derive any Advantage from their inlarged 
Principles of Morality and Religion; if they 


have any Deſire to ſerve their Fellow-Creatures, 


by propagating that Advantage; they ought to 


come forward to meet each other; they ought 


to aſſociate into regular Bodies, as well as other 
Diſſenters; they ought to diſplay their Doctrines 


freely to all, and appeal to the Publick to evi- 
dence their Innocence, Expediency, and Uſe,—— 
It was really Matter of Aſtoniſhment that no 


ſtirring Spirit has recomended this before, and 


that no Steps have been taken to ſet ſuch a So- 


ciety on Foot. — With Regard to any of the 
Sects already ſubſiſting, Perſons that think for 
themſelves, may as eafily unite with the Religion 
and Politicks of the Times as either. — They 
have, not the ſame Abſurdities in the Firſt, it is 


true, but they have adapted others as bad; and, 


in the Laſt, I ſpeak it with great Concern, all 


are ſupple and flaviſh alike. — They that think 


freely, therefore, muſt think equally free in 


both; muſt be as zealous tor the general Wel- 
fare of their Country, as the Relief and Eaſe 


of their own private Thoughts, 
Ie 
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It is either way inconſiſtent, as hinted ious: 
to clamour for Civil Liberty, yet ſtruggle for 
Ecelefiaſtick Tyranny, or oppoſe Ecclefiaſtick 
Tyranny, and connive at the Deſtruction of 
Civil Liberty.—A new Se, then, of ſuch as 
would honour God, without Prejudice to their 
Neighbour, and ſerve the Crown, without 
incroaching on the Rights of their Fellow. 
Subjects, is the Eſtabliſhment expected from 
honeſt, undeſigning, impartial Men, — There 
is one already of long Standing, under the 


elegant and benevolent Name of Friends, that 


affords many excellent Rules for ſo neceſſary a 
Foundation ; ſuch as their Love of Liberty, 
their Enmity to Hireling-Levites, the ſtrict 
Union preſerved thro' their whole Body, the 

prudent Conduct of their yearly Meetings, and 
the joint Efforts they make to procure any Privi- 
lege, or defeat any Oppreſſion.— In ſhort, were 
it not for ſome outward Particularities, one 
little Fanaticiſm in their Doctrine, and their 
exact Compliance with the Letter of the Goſpel, 
with Reſpect to the Reſentment of Injuries 
(Which is utterly ineonſiſtent with the Spirit of 
Freedom and Independency) this very. Society 
would, in Time, anſwer all the valuable Ends 
which can be propoſed by any other. How- 
ever, as theſe are 1 to be inſurmountable 
Bars 
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Bars (Haman Nature being as tenacious ori one 
Side, as it is frail on the other) we muſt con- 
tent ourſelves, with borrowing what is right 
and fit from them, without inſiſting or hoping 
they would make any Advance to us, 


Alas! I talk not only as if ſuch a Deſign 
was reaſonable, but, as if it really was on the 
Point of taking Place! So natural it is to build 
on mere Poſſibilities, and reaſon from our 


Wiſhes, as if they were Facts. And yet there 


is ſomething ſo defireable in the Thought, and, 
at the ſame Time, ſo obviouſly uſeful, that 
nothing can be more natural than to conclude 
it might one Day or other be happily effected. 
It is true, there ſeems at preſent, ſo light a Vein 


of Humour running among the Generality of 


the People, that, unleſs the Faſhion is of her 
Side, Virtue herſelf might ſolicit to be heard 
in vain.- Now Faſhion is ſo capricious a Dame, 


that you may as modeſily hope to open Fortunes 


Eyes, as fix her in the Intereſt of Truth and 
Knowledge; and, if She is to be won at all, it 
muſt be by the Blandiſhments of the Great and 


Important, there being no Room tor Impoſſi- 


bility and Deſpair in their Company. 
But 
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But here the momentous Queſtion that P;/ats - 
made to Cbriſt, may naturally recur. —What is 
Truth? This great Centre where all the Paths 
of Knowledge ought to meet ? I honeſtly 
anſwer, Gentlemen, Truth is a Sea too vaſtly 
broad, too immenſly deep, for the Wit of Man 
L to fathom or meaſure.— But, if we cannot 
| dieictibe or comprehend the whole, we can at 
| leaft venture upon Negatives and very ſucceſs. 
fully affirm what it is not. Yes, we may fafely 
| fay, it does nct impoſe Things unintelligible to 
be believed, or command Things to be done, 
that ace imprafticable ; it cannot beſtow In- ; 
fallibility on fallible Creatures, or turn an Idol 
into a God; it cannot demonſtrate Religion 
conſiſts in Ceremony, or that Men are to be 
Slaves in this World, to be happy in the next; 
it cannot give Virtue to a Robe, or Sanctity to 
a Church-Wall; it cannot create a Lord of 
Him, who is by Vow a Servant of Servants, or 
\i make a Lie an equitable Title to a Biſhoprick; 
_ it cannot reconcile Faith and Perjury, or Perſe- 
| cution and Charity; it can never conſecrate | 
Oppreſſion, ſubmit to be the Slave of Power. 
or plead a divine Command to plunder and 
deceive Mankind : In ſhort, it can never derive 
its Origin from Heaven, and yet do the Drud- 
very of Hell, 85 | 
Yon 
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Fou ſee, Geri, if we cannot define 
Truth, we can detect F alſhood; and to preſerve 
ourſelves from Evil, 1s, without Queſtion, the 
firſt Step to Happineſs — —— But, were we fortu- 
nate enough to ſee the Free among the Learned, 


and the Wiſe among the Honeſt, united for 


the Advancement of Knowledge and Liberty, 
what was a Taſk too mighty for a few, with 
Allowance for human Frailty, might be at- 
tempted with ſome Succeſs by all ; and certain 
Generals be laid down which might ſerve as 
Links to hold the Society together; yet leave 
the Conſcience free to make what particular 


| Concluſions from them it thought fit —Pains 


and Penalties, Gentlemen, you might be ſure 
would here find no Admittance: no Man's Li- 
berty would be violated by exacting unwar- 
rantable Subſcriptions, without Authority either 
from Reaſon or Revelation ; no uncharitable 
Cenſures purſue thoſe that refuſed them; no 
impoſſible or contradictory Oaths would be. 
impoſed, as a Qualification to communicate 


Knowledge; or Subordination of Power make 


Tyrants and Slaves of thoſe that God and Nature 
intended to be equal. Vet more; tho' human 
Wiſdom is limited to ſuch narrow Bounds, I 
think it cannot be diſputed, but it is ſufficient 
to remove the Wants, to guard againſt the 

l D Mlisfortunes, 
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Misfortunes, and procure the Enjoyments of 
Life. — This is what a rational Creature might 
reaſonably expect, and a merciful and juſt 
Creator would certainly grant : being a Grace 
beſtowed on the vileſt Animals--without which, 
we ſhould do every Thing by Chance, he 
 Epicurus's Atoms, and neither be anſwerable 
for any Evil, or meritorious for any Good. — But, 
granting human Wiſdom is ſufficient for che 
Conduct of human Life, it would be inſolent to 
ſuppoſe any one Perſon, however dignified or 
diſtinguiſhed to be poſſeſſed of a Stock ſufficient 
for all: Nothing, therefore, can be more per- 
tinent than to open this Door for general Con- 
tributions of Knowledge, that every one Who 
loves his Fellow- Creatures, who is concerned 
for his Country, or would provide for the Eaſe 
and Comfort of his Poſterity, may communicate 
his Share, either from Theory or Facts. To 
which might be added, all that was valuable 
in antient or modern Writings: And from the 
whole general Fund, ſuch a Syſtem might be 
formed, as would put an End to needleſs Diſ- 
putes, and uſeleſs Speculations, annihilate idle 
Opinions, and aboliſh tyrannous Cuſtom, reduce 
Belief to Certainty, Knowledge to Practice, 
mark out the proper Bounds of human Under- 


ſtanding, teach us What we are, of what Ele- 
| ments, 
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ments, Paſſions, Appetites and Faculties com- 
poſed; our Duties to ourſelves, our Relations 
to the World, the Importance of Time, the 
Right Uſe of Pleaſure; in a Word, explain our 
whole Buſineſs and Duty, as Children, Scholars, 
Huſbands, Parents, Friends, en Patriots, 
and Chriſtians, | 


And all this, Gentlemen, not for Amuſe- 
ment only, but real Uſe,— Knowledge mult 
terminate in Virtue, or as St. Paul elegantly 
expreſſes it, it is but as ſounding Braſs, or a 
tinkling Cymbal-- Notwithſtanding the pathetick 
Complaints of deſponding Wretches, broken- 
hearted with Misfortunes, the ſour Dogmas of 
inſenſible Philoſophers, or the counterfeit Self- 
Denial of deſigning Prieſts, there muſt be 
ſomething truly deſirable in Life, or we ſhould 
not ſo univerſally covet to preſerve it, even 
under the moſt deſperate and miſerable Cir- 
cumſtances — It is my humble Opinion, then, 
an unjuſt and prejudicial Doctrine, to under- 
value it, tho' in Complement to that which is 
to come, That we are ſtationed here is appa- 
rent, and for certain Ends 1s as apparent; and, 
therefore, we ought to fulfil all the Conditions 
of our preſent Being as punctually, honourably, 
155 * as if we had neither the Promiſe 
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or Chance of Immortality. God and Nature 
ſeem to have placed us in an exact Medium 
between Pleaſure and Pain, framed with ſuch 
Materials, moved with ſuch Organs, and ſur- 
rounded with ſuch Elements, as ſhould render 
us in Turn obnoxious to each; but then indow- 
ed us with ſuch Talents, as, properly employed, 
would rebate the One, and refine upon the 
Other. — This is the true Exerciſe of Know- 
ledge, which conſtitutes Prudence, when applied 
to ourſelves, and Virtue when employed for the 
good of Others. And, were we faithful and 
generous enough to exerciſe it as we ought, half ©; 
the Evils we now lament, would vaniſh, and 
their very Names no more be heard of, — The 
Pangs we feel from Cold, Heat, Storms, Earth- 
quakes, Floods, Fire, Diſeaſe, and cld Age, are 
but Trifles compared with thoſe we ſuperinduce 
upon ourſelves. —Intemperance, Poyerty, Ra- 
pine, Fraud, Reproach, Shame, Perſecution, 
Envy, Cruelty, and Revenge, are the Maſter- | 
Furies that inſpirit all the reſt, and theſe are 
Demons of our own raiſing. - When the 


Almighty created Mankind, He meant the 2 » 
Earth ſhould. be as common to the Uſe of all, 
as Air and Water : But Avarice and Oppreſſion 
| incloſed what God himſelf left free: Hence 


Affluence produced Intemperance on one Hand, 
and 


\ 
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and Want generated Craft and Violence on the 
Other. Infamy, was the Child of Both, and 
that wedded to Rigor, had Miſery for their 
Offspring.— Thus we create the major Part of 
our own Torments, and may, if we pleaſe, 
annihilate them again; nor, however ſevere the 
Experiment may ſeem, ſhould we be Loſers 
by the Bargain. Nama was plain and fimple 
in its Deſires, and eaſily ſatisfied, till is was 
debauched by Luxury ; not that our Appetites 
were then leſs pointed, or the Gratification of 
them leſs ſweet: But, haying fewer Objects, 
they were eaſier regulated, and the Birth of 
Pleaſure had no After-Pains of Remorſe or 
Repentance, to damp Enjoyment, or make it 
| hitter to the Memory.—— What a Monſter 
would that Man be, to whom a Train of Cooks, 
Butlers, Buffoons, Flatterers, Pimps, Bawds, 
Whores, and Creditors, were but ſo many 
neceſſary. Members to be dragged about him 
| whege-cver he went, and not to be lopped off 
without deſtroying bis whole Life's Repoſe? 
For my Part, Gentlemen, I ſhould think the 
humble, frugal, and continent Epicurus (who 
ſet out in Search of Pleaſure, as well as He) 
much nearer his Journey's End, tho' retired in 
his Garden with one or two Philoſophick 


Friends, and loſt to all the Pride, Folly, Noiſe, 


and 


"\ 
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and Madneſs of the giddy World: Eaſy in his 


own Mind, with more. Virtues than Defires, 
and equally benevolent to Himſelf and all Man- 


Kind. 


We know, Gentlemen, Philoſophers are a 


People we have only read of, but never had 


the Happineſs to converſe with, and that it 
would be equally as viſionary and chimerical 
to hope to revive their illuſtrious Enthuſiaſm 
after Truth and Virtue, as to rekindle the 
noble Ardor for Fame and Liberty, that inſpired 
the Heroes of Antiquity We know what 
Scorn and Ridicule, what Reproaches and 


Menaces, ſuch an unpopular Attempt would. 
meet with, — But, Gentlemen, true Know-: 


ledge; Temperance, Bravery, and Poblick Spirit, 
do hot depend on the Faſhion; and; whether 


adored or deſpiſed, are the only ſolid Eſſentials 
that can render a Nation happy in its ſelf, 
or formidable to others, - 
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